DESIGN

TO MARVE

A 1974 cramped kitchen in Pebble Hill is
expanded into an open-concept great room
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AMAGICAL THING HAS HAPPENED since Sharon and
Allan Gauld had their Pebble Hill home reno-
vated. Instead of being separated in individ-
ual rooms, family members now congregate
in the newly opened ground-floor space.

The house, a back-split built in 1974, was
divided into enclosed rooms, as was typical
in homes of that vintage. The kitchen, for
instance, was cramped; while it would accom-
modate the cook comfortably, there was little
space in which the rest of the family or guests
could hang out. &

The window, sink and range occupy the same spaces they

had before the renovation. Backsplash tiles: Ann Sacks.
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“What we did was a modern
take on a retro look.”

Enter interior designers Sarah Gallop and
Stephanie Malhas of Sarah Gallop Design
Inc., whose redesign of the space transformed
it from a warren of kitchen, dining area and
living room to a single open-concept great
room. Best Builders did the renovation work.

No longer is Sharon hidden in the kitchen
cooking while her two children — aged 12 and
nine — occupy other rooms. Now, the family is
together in the same space. Moreover, opening
the space has opened the views. “I can stand at
my coffee maker in the kitchen and see right
through the living room windows to a view of
Boundary Bay,” she says.

Sharon and Allan knew their house would
need a facelift when they bought it four years
ago. “It was neglected and dilapidated,” says
Sharon. “It was being marketed as a potential
take-down. It was dark and dank; everything
was dank. But we bought it because it had
good bones.”

They also decided that a big renovation was
in order to update it from what Sharon calls
the “Mad Men” look. &

The original kitchen once occupied the space at the end of the island.
Now open to the dining area and living room, it is part of a single
great room on the main floor of this 1974 back-split house. The white
oak flooring, stained a mid-tone brown, unifies the space. Refrigerator/

freezer: Fisher & Paykell; pendant lights: Rejuvenation.
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“We wanted to give them a space that would
flow,” says Gallop. “They like modern design
but they wanted warmth. What we did was a
modern take on a retro look.”

The kitchen is the anchor. Cabinetry,
made by Divert Millwork of riftsawn white
oak flanks two walls, but to prevent it from
overpowering the space, there are no upper
cupboards on one of the walls. The window
was kept in its original over-the-sink location.

A rich teal-coloured tile by Ann Sacks was
chosen for the backsplash. It mirrors wall-
paper in the living room of the same colour.
“The backsplash and living room wall speak
to each other,” says Gallop. =
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The wallpapered living room wall is opposite the kitchen’s backsplash; both are

a warm teal green. “They speak to each other,” says designer Sarah Gallop.
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The space is now open.

“The children play on the
floor,” says Sharon. “We do
everything in here now.” The
fireplace was updated with a
plaster treatment that looks
like concrete.

Conscious of ensuring that the kitchen should
be as functional as it is aesthetic, the designer
gave it a pullout pantry beside the refriger-
ator and a floating shelf on the wall where
the range is positioned. “The shelf creates a
nice horizontal line above the backsplash,”
says Gallop. It also provides display space for
casseroles and serving bowls.

The key challenge, she adds, was to “fit in
all of their storage requirements while keep-
ing the space very open.”

Some of the home’s original architectural
elements were maintained, but updated. The
living room’s wood-burning fireplace was
given a plaster facade that mimics concrete.
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At almost 10 feet long, the island, topped
with Silestone quartz, is the focus of family
activity and entertaining. It is wider at one
end than the other. “We did that for visual
interest and for more clearance. Apart from
that, the goal was to make it different,” says
Gallop.

The designer says the rejuvenation of
the home has enabled her clients to inhabit
it completely. “This project gave them the
opportunity to use all of the rooms.” se
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